
Salus™ AQ
 Acetamidopropyl trimonium chloride 

Overview
 • 75% active acetamidopropyl 
trimonium chloride humectant

 • Highly absorbant, non-tacky 
humectant for enhanced hair and 
skin hydration

 • Excellent spreadability with non-
tacky after feel

 • Compatible with a wide range 
of ingredients with excellent pH, 
viscosity and emulsion stability 

 • For use in leave-on products such 
as creams, lotions and rinse-off 
products such as shower gels, 
body wash and liquid hand soap

Regulatory
The substances in Salus AQ are 
listed on and in compliance with the 
following Inventories: US (TSCA-
Cosmetic Ingredient), Australia (AICS)

CAS#: 123776-56-7
INCI name: Acetamidopropyl 
trimonium chloride
UNII code: 2SQT0WU9CO

Technical Information
Salus™ AQ is a 75% active 
acetamidopropyl trimonium chloride 
humectant, conditioning and antistatic 
agent that imparts water binding 
moisturization activity in Personal 
Care formulations. Characterized 
by rapid absorption with excellent 
spreadability and non-tacky after 
feel properties, Salus AQ is a high 
performance Cosmetic Ingredient for 
use in a variety of cosmetic, hair and 
skin care formulations.

Salus AQ provides an alternative 
to glycerine and other traditional 
humectant ingredients, and may offer 
moisturization performance synergies. 
As a hair conditioning agent, Salus 
AQ provides exceptional wet comb 
and detangling performance, leaving 
an overall healthy hair silkiness. 
Compatible with a wide range of 
Cosmetic Ingredients, Salus AQ 
exhibits emulsion stabilization 
properties, with excellent color, pH 
and viscosity stability. 

Formulary
For use in leave-on products such 
as creams, lotions, antiperspirant/
deodorant, masks, eye-cream, baby 
lotions, color cosmetics, BB creams 
and facial mask sheets, and rinse-off 
products such as shower gels, body 
wash and liquid hand soap in the 
range of 0.5-3%.

Salus AQ is readily water soluble for 
incorporation into emulsion water-
phase through a wide temperature 
range or during cool down.

Typical Properties

PROPERTY VALUE

Appearance Clear light amber 
liquid

Odor Characteristic

Ionic character Cationic

Water solubility Soluble

pH (5% aq.) 4.5±1.5

Activity, % 75.0±1.5

Density@25°C 1.04±0.04 g/ml

Flash point, °F None below 212

Storage Freeze/thaw stable

Shelf life 2 years

Packaging and Handling
Salus AQ is available in:

Plastic totes 
(Net Wt. 2250 lbs/1020 kgs)
Plastic drums 
(Net Wt. 450 lbs/204 kgs) 

Refer to Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for 
information on the safe use, handling, 
and disposal of this product.

DOT Classification: Non-Regulated
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Salus™ AQ Acetamidopropyl trimonium chloride is an 
effective humectant, conditioner and antistatic agent 
utilized in a wide range of cosmetic formulations ranging 
from conditioners and shampoos, to skin cremes and 
lotions, with typical use level of 0.5-3%.

Formulation Guide 
Economical Cream Rinse Conditioner 

Ingredient Wt. %

Water, deionized to 100%

Salus AQ 0.5

Tamen MB-1885 2

Cetearyl alcohol 3

Citric acid, to pH 4-5 q.s.

Dyes, Fragrance, 
Preservative

q.s.

Charge water, Salus AQ (INCI: Acetamidopropyl 
trimonium chloride), Tamen MB-1885 (INCI: 
Stearalkonium chloride) and cetearyl alcohol. Warm to 
100-120°F, mix until uniform. Adjust pH to 4-5 with citric 
acid. Cool. Add dye, fragrance, preservative.

Cetera produces a range of hair and skin conditioning 
actives that include:

Salus AC   Acetamidopropylethoxy ethanol
Salus AMEA   Acetamide MEA
Salus AQ   Acetamidopropyl trimonium chloride
Tamen DA-1611   Dicetyldimonium chloride
Tamen DA-1811   Distearyldimonium chloride
Tamen TM-16   Cetrimonium chloride
Velox AG-65L   Coco-glucoside (and) Glyceryl oleate
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